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SUBJECT: OIL EXPLORATION ON WEST BANK 

1. DURING PAST TWO WEEKS EAST JERUSALEM ARABIC LANGUAGE DAILIES 
AL-ANBA AND AL QUDS HAVE PUBLISHED ARTICLES ABOUT OIL EXPLORA 
TION ON WEST BANK BY ISRAELI OIL COMPANY, LAPIDOT BM. ON 

APRIL 23 AL-ANBA REPORTED THAT LAPIDOT, IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
GROUP OF CALIFORNIA BUSINESSMEN, WILL SOON START DRILLING NEAR 
RAMALLAH AND IN JUDEAN DESERT EAST OF BETHLEHEM. 

2. ACCORDING TO AL-ANBA, DON PAULY CO. OF US DRILLED ON 
RAMALLAH SITE (ON ROAD BETWEEN RAMALLAH AND BIR ZEIT) IN 1958 
TO DEPTH OF 3,170 METERS WOTHOUT FINDING OIL. LAPIDOT NOW 
REPORTEDLY PLANS TO DRILL WIDER SHAFT IN AREA TO DEPTH OF 4,200 
METERS. IN JUDEAN DESERT COMPANY HOPES TO FIND OIL AT DEPTH 
OF 2000 METERS. 

3. CONGEN HAS VERIFIED NEWSPAPER REPORTS WITH LAPIDOT THROUGH 
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FURTHER DETAILS OR INDICATION WHEN DRILLING WOULD BEGIN. 

4. COMMENT: WE FIND IT INTERESTING THAT PRESIDENT OF WEST 
JERUSALEM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. A FOUNDER OF ORIGINAL ISRAEL 
OIL COMPANY (NOW PART OF LAPIDOT), KNEW NOTHING OF PLANNED OIL 
EXPLORATION UNTIL CONTACTED BY CONGEN. WE ALSO HAVE SEEN NO 
REPORTS OF PROJECT IN JERUSALEM POST OR OTHER ISRAELI PRESS. 

FURTHER COMPLICATION FOR SETTLEMENT THAT ANY ISRAELI OIL STRIKE 
IN OCCUPIED WEST BANK WOULD PRESENT IS OBVIOUS. 

KISSINGER 
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